
State Ends Income Test for Homestead Exemption;
Oct. 1 is Deadline for Seniors to Apply for Tax Cut

All Ohio seniors who own homes—not just those with 
low incomes—will get reduced real estate tax bills.

But to qualify for the homestead tax exemption, seniors 
will have to file applications by October 1, 2007.

It is estimated that qualified homeowners will save an 
average of about $400 a year. The amount will vary 
depending on local tax rates.

Before the new law, only senior or disabled homeowners  
with incomes of less than $27,000 qualified for the  
tax exemption.

Now that exemption will go to every senior who 
qualifies. The homestead exemption will go to any 
Ohio resident who:

• ��Is at least 65 years old during 2007; or
• ��Is totally and permanently disabled as of January 1, 2007 

as certified by a licensed physician or psychologist, or 
a state or federal agency; or

• �Is the surviving spouse of a person who was receiving 
the previous homestead exemption at the time of death 
and the surviving spouse was at least 59 years old on 
the date of death.

• �Owns and occupies a home as his or her principal 
place of residence as of January 1, 2007 for real  
property or January 1, 2008 for manufactured home 
property. The principal place of residence for persons 
who own more than one home is where the person is reg-
istered to vote and the place of residence for income tax  
purposes. A qualifying home may be a single family 
dwelling or a unit in a multi-unit dwelling such as  
a double house, condomiuium or housing cooperative.

Here are some questions and answers about the new tax 
from the Ohio Department of Taxation.

Q: What is the homestead exemption? 
A: The exemption, which takes the form of a credit on 
property tax bills, allows qualifying homeowners to exempt 
$25,000 of the market value of their home from all local  
property taxes. 
Story continued on page 2

ALERT
the



2

For example, a home with a market value of $100,000, 
will be billed as if it is worth $75,000.	 	

Q: When does the new exemption start?
A: It starts with real estate tax bills payable in 2008. Bills 
paid in 2008 cover the 2007 tax year. For manufactured 
or mobile homes, bills paid in 2008 cover the 2008 tax year.

Q: How do I apply for the exemption?
A:  Complete the application form and file it with the  
auditor in the county where the property is located.

Q: Where do I get the form?
A: It is available from county auditor offices and the 
Ohio Department of Taxation’s website at tax.ohio.gov.  
or at homestead_exemption_information. It also is 
expected to be available at libraries and senior centers.

Some counties are doing special mailings to seniors. 
Cuyahoga County’s auditor, for instance, sent some 
120,000 letters and applications to seniors and is holding 
neighborhood meetings on the exemption.

Q: What if I miss the Oct. 1, 2007 filing deadline?
A: You may still qualify but will have to wait until after 
Jan 8, 2008 to file a late application for the missed tax year 
at the same time you file a new application for the 2008 
tax year. The deadline for the late filing is June 2, 2008.

Q: Do I have to reapply if I already get the homestead 
exemption?
A: If you got the exemption credit on the tax bill you 
paid in 2007, you do not need to file a new application. 
You will automatically receive the exemption for the 
next tax year if you otherwise qualify.

If your spouse died during 2006 and if you got the 
homestead exemption credit on the tax bill you paid in 
2007 only because your spouse met the age or disability 
criteria, you do not need to file a new application. If 
you were 59 at the time of your spouse’s death, you will 
continue to qualify.

If your spouse died before 2006, it is recommended that 
you file a new application to ensure that you get the 
exemption on bills payable next year.

Q: If I  turned 65 in 2007 and applied for the first 
time for the old homestead exemption, do I have to 
re-apply?
A: No

Q: If I got a larger tax credit under the old version of 
the Homestead Exemption, will I lose out?
Taxpayers will automatically receive whichever credit 
is larger. The amount of the credit received in the 
future cannot be decreased below the amount of savings  
credited on tax bills paid during 2007.

Q: Will the homestead exemption hurt my local 
schools?
A: The State of Ohio will reimburse school districts and 
local governments for the amount of money taxpayers 
save through the exemption. 

Q: Will I have to re-apply for the exemption every 
year?
A: No. However, if your circumstances change and you 
no longer qualify for the exemption, you must notify the 
county auditor by the first Monday in June.

Q: What happens if people lie about their age to get 
the homestead exemption?
A: Applicants must report their age and date of birth and 
sign the application under penalty of perjury. Ohio Law 
provides that anyone who makes a false statement to get 
the exemption is guilty of a fourth-degree misdemeanor. 
Anyone convicted will be ineligible to get the homestead 
exemption for three years and must pay any improperly 
exempted tax plus interest.

Q: How will I know if my application is approved?
A: If the county auditor approves your application, the 
county treasurer will notify you by enclosing a notice 
showing the calculation of your tax reduction with the 
first tax bill you get for payment in 2008.

If the auditor denies your application, you will receive  
a notice on or before Nov. 1, 2007 informing you of the 
reason for the denial.

If you think the denial is improper, you may appeal  
the auditor’s decision to the county Board of Revision 
on or before the deadline for paying the first-half  
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“Be aware that people may be coming to your door to  
convince you to switch drug plans,” says Semanthie 
Brooks, director for community advocacy at the Benjamin 
Rose Institute.   

Consumer groups have been warning about high- 
pressure tactics used by some salesmen to sell the 
Medicare Advantage Plans which provide medical care 
to seniors through health maintenance organizations and 
preferred provider groups, along with Part D coverage.

They may be promising what original or traditional 
Medicare already offers. The Medicare Rights Center 

advises that you should never feel pressured to sign up 
for any Medicare plan.

You can get help in choosing the right plan for you by 
calling Benjamin Rose at 216-373-1650.

If you have computer access, you can get up-to-date 
information about Medicare at www.medicarerights.org. 
By clicking on “Dear Marci,” you can subscribe to the 
internet newsletter of the Medicare Rights Center. 

The Center calls itself the largest independent source of 
Medicare information and assistance in the United States.

In collaboration with the Cleveland Bar Association, 
Legal Aid sponsors free clinics at which volunteer pri-
vate attorneys provide brief advice and referral on civil  
matters only. Clinic attorneys do not represent you. 
However, you may be referred to Legal Aid or another 
service provider for help. Bring with you all of your 
papers that concern your problem. 

All clinics are scheduled from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
See list at right.

SATURDAY,  SEPT. 8  
Spanish-American Center

4407 Lorain Avenue 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 15
Martin de Porres Family Center

1264 East 123rd St.

SATURDAY, OCT. 6 
Fatima Family Center, 
6600 Lexington Ave. 

(near League Park in Hough area)

SATURDAY, OCT. 27   
First Presbyterian Church of East Cleveland 

16200 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland

SATURDAY, NOV. 3 
Maple Heights Senior Center
5353 Lee Rd., Maple Heights

Please call Legal Aid at 216-687-1900 for 
information about the listed clinics and 

others that may be scheduled in your area.

Volunteer Attorney Clinics

Deadline for Homestead
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2007 taxes normally due in January 2008. Owners of  
manufactured or mobile homes must file an appeal no 
later than Jan. 31, 2008.

Both the Cleveland Water Department and the Cleveland  
 

Regional Sewer District are expected to continue income  
requirements for their homestead exemption programs 
for seniors and/or disabled persons,

The annual taxable income limit for water and sewer 
service currently is $27,000.
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The Agency serves the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, 
Lake, Lorain and Medina.

The Network of Care offers content in seven languages,  
including Spanish and Chinese. It provide links to the 
Healthwise, Inc. library that contains unbiased, evidence-
based information on more than 4,000 health topics.

The website’s directory of community services includes 
information about senior transportation services and 
where to go for prescription drug assistance.

The website, developed by the state of California, 
includes information for five states, including Ohio.

Network of Care
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DID YOU KNOW?
If you have access to an internet connection you can read back issues

 of The Alert at the Legal Aid website at www.lasclev.org

Change that Address when You Move

Moving can be a difficult experience so it is easy to  
forget to file that very important Change of Address 
form with the Post Office.

Just think of all the important mail you could miss if  
you don’t tell the mailman that you have moved.

You won’t get important Medicare or Medicaid information. 

Your Social Security or other benefit checks won’t get 
to you. 

If the Internal Revenue Service sends your tax refund to 
your old address, it won’t get to you.

Remember if you move to get a Change of Address form 
from your mailman, the Post Office or on the internet 
at www.usps.com

Correction
The last issue of The Alert reported information about 
qualifying for Medicaid that was not accurate. It should 
have said:

The monthly income limit for an individual who is 65 
or older, disabled or blind is $543. For a couple both 
of whom are 65 or older, disabled or blind, the income 
limit is $934.  Some income, such as SSI income, does not 
count. Too, there are some deductions (for example $20 
of income is not counted) that may help you qualify if 
your income is over those limits.

People with income over those limits may have medical 
expenses that qualify for Medicaid “spenddown.” After 
they meet their spenddown for a month, they will get 
Medicaid coverage for the month.

In addition to income, there are other  eligibility criteria, 
such as resources.

If you want to find out if you are eligible for Medicaid, 
it is best to apply at your county job and family  
services office.

Make Sure You Are Getting Paid Minimum Wage

With more seniors working, many at low-wage jobs,  
improvement in the state and federal minimum wage 
comes as a welcome benefit.

However, not all employers may be following the law.

In January, the Ohio minimum wage went to $6.85 per 
hour as a result of voters’ approval of a change to the 
state’s constitution. Most jobs, but not all, are covered 
by the state minimum wage.

The Federal minimum wage went up on July 24, 

2007 but at $5.85 an hour it remains below the  
state minimum.

If you are not being paid the Ohio minimum wage, 
you can file a complaint with the Ohio Department of 
Commerce Wage and Hour Bureau. Call 614-644-2239 to 
request a complaint form.

To file a Federal minimum wage complaint, call the 
U.S. Department of Labor Wage and Hour Office at  
216-357-5400 or go to the Office at Room 817 in the 
Federal Office Building at 1240 East Ninth Street in Cleveland.

It’s Time to Review Medicare Prescription Plan

It is not too early to start thinking about your Medicare 
Part D prescription drug coverage.

Although open enrollment for most people is set for 
November 15 to December 31 those in the Extra Help 
programs for low-income persons may change plans  
at any time.

Now, however, is a good time to look carefully at the  
Part D Insurance Plan you now have.

Last year, you could get the Extra Help if you quali-
fied and you chose a plan that was within $2 of the 
allowed cost in Ohio. This year if the  premium for your 
plan increases so it is more than $1 above the limit, you 
need to change to a lower-cost plan to continue receiving 

the benefit. The allowed cost was not yet set at the time 
this was written 

You cannot assume because you signed up for the plan 
that was right for you last year that it still is right. Part D 
insurers can change the drugs they will cover and change 
their premiums, deductibles and co-pays. 

You should be notified of the changes in your plan by 
October 30. However, those changes may be hidden in 
other information.

If your income and resources are limited, phone  
Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-9778) 
to find out if you are eligible for Extra Help that  
can pay for all or part of your Part D premiums, 
deductibles and co-pays. 
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Some services are free, especially for low-income  
persons. Those able to pay are charged fees on a sliding 
scale based on their ability to pay. Trained homemak-
ers are employed by the Council to provide one to two 
hours of light housekeeping services for seniors who 
no longer can do their own cleaning. Handymen hired 
by the Council will do small safety-related repairs or  
provide needed materials on a sliding fee scale.

Another program, called HELP for Health Equipment 
Lending Program, does just that. It loans walkers,  
bedside commodes, tub seats and other durable medical 
equipment and supplies.

A relatively new effort was creation of a Council on 
Aging Foundation which raises funds through activities 
and donations to provide services for seniors.

Four time a year, the Council  publishes 15,000 copies of 
its newspaper. It provides employment services for job 
seekers aged 40 or older and sponsors computer classes.

There is a fee for the computer classes but scholarships 

are available for those unable to pay.

Ms. Berry said her agency helps seniors with their 
Medicare Part D Drug insurance questions. She noted 
that the open enrollment period will begin soon.

“People just don’t understand the program,” she said. 
“They have to be reminded that they need to check 
every year to make sure the drugs they take will  
continue to be covered.”

“It is up to the consumer unfortunately to check their 
policy around October to see if it still meets their needs...
You just can’t take for granted that you will be covered 
for what you need and at the same premium.”

Because it was the right plan when you signed up last 
year doesn’t mean it will still be the right plan, Ms. Berry 
warned. (See Medicare Part D story on Page 6)

For information about any of these Lake County  
programs, call the Council at 440-205-8111.
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If you are a senior living in Lake County, you can get a 
magnet for your refrigerator that holds a Vial of Life—a 
sheet with medical information about you, including the 
location of medicines, the names of your doctors and 
emergency contact data.

It’s designed to be readily available at the time of a medical 
emergency.

The vials are a long-time project of the Lake County 
Council on Aging with a history going back more than 
25 years. Seniors can get the Vials and the form filled out 
for them by calling the Council at 440-205-8111.

“They are helpful to citizens and 
to the rescue workers,” explains 
Renee Berry, chief operating officer 
of the Council since February 2006.

Ms. Berry manages the agency 
and its 45 employees—about half 
of them part-time workers. The 
Council serves more than 7,000 
seniors annually with a budget of 
some $1.5 million, more than half 
of it provided by the county levy 
for senior services.

This year, the Council is testing
a program that provides lawn cut-
ting services at below-market rates for senior residents in 
the Western part of the county.

The Council joined with the Lake Communities 
Development Corporation to take bids for lawn  
cutting. Since they could guarantee  an assured number 
of customers, they were able to hire two lawn servicing 
companies who charge seniors a reduced rate.

“We were overwhelmed with people wanting the  
service,” said Ms. Berry. “It’s the first program of its  
kind in Northeast Ohio.”

The service is limited to lawn cutting, she explained, 
“because that’s what you can get cited for by cities.” The 
goal was to make the service “as affordable as possible 
and reliable.”

One of the major programs of the council is sponsorship 
of Meals on Wheels. Some 450 volunteers deliver food to 
about 700 seniors. Another 400 have lunch at one of the 
senior centers on any given day.

An informal network of volunteers serve as “gate-
keepers” to help seniors who are isolated and living 
alone. Other volunteers serve as “friendly visitors” 
to homebound seniors and may do grocery shopping  

for them. Still others train as 
volunteers for the Ohio Senior 
Health Insurance Information 
Program to help seniors resolve 
Medicare, Medicaid and insurance 
questions.

Most who are assisted by the 
Council are referred to it by 
the seniors themselves or their  
relatives, friends or neighbors.

We talk to them first by phone, 
said Ms. Berry. If their questions 
can be easily answered that is 
done immediately.

“If their problems are more complicated, we send a 
case manager out to assess their needs. Then we help 
them access services to maintain or to reach an optional  
quality of life.”

“Some need nutrition —Meals on Wheels—homemaker 
services or help with Medicare. We make sure all of 
their issues are addressed by us or by an agency that can  
provide the needed services,” explains Ms. Berry.

The Council has four full-time social workers on staff.
Story continued on page 5

Lake County Seniors May Use Vial of Life
To Alert EMS to Life-Saving Information

Vial of Life
Story continued from page 4

If you are looking for information about services for 
seniors or disabled persons, the place to go is a new website.

Sponsored by the Western Reserve Area Agency on 
Aging, the Network of Care website is a comprehensive,  
internet-based community resource for seniors, the  
disabled, their caregivers and service providers.

It can be accessed at Cleveland.oh.networkofcare.org.

The website has information about everything from 
assisted living facilities to where to buy a specific  
medical device.

It even tells you about relevant legislation under consid-
eration in Congress or the Ohio Legislature and enables 
you tell your legislators what you think about it.

One feature allows you to set up your own secure on 
line file of medical and legal information for yourself. 
You can record such things as the medicines you take, 
where you store your will and how to reach your  
doctors. It allows you to share the information with  
designated persons if you so choose.

The Agency on Aging says, “The easy-to-use website 
provides a comprehensive directory to put people in 
touch with the right services at the right time. It also 
offers vital information about assistive devices, care  
giving, diseases, mental health and day-to-day challenges, 
as well as daily news from around the world concerning 
aging and disabilities.”
Story continued on page 6

Network of Care Tells Computer Savvy Seniors 
About Services and Lets Them Record Own Data

Renee Berry heads the Lake County Council on Aging.



Some services are free, especially for low-income  
persons. Those able to pay are charged fees on a sliding 
scale based on their ability to pay. Trained homemak-
ers are employed by the Council to provide one to two 
hours of light housekeeping services for seniors who 
no longer can do their own cleaning. Handymen hired 
by the Council will do small safety-related repairs or  
provide needed materials on a sliding fee scale.

Another program, called HELP for Health Equipment 
Lending Program, does just that. It loans walkers,  
bedside commodes, tub seats and other durable medical 
equipment and supplies.

A relatively new effort was creation of a Council on 
Aging Foundation which raises funds through activities 
and donations to provide services for seniors.

Four time a year, the Council  publishes 15,000 copies of 
its newspaper. It provides employment services for job 
seekers aged 40 or older and sponsors computer classes.

There is a fee for the computer classes but scholarships 

are available for those unable to pay.

Ms. Berry said her agency helps seniors with their 
Medicare Part D Drug insurance questions. She noted 
that the open enrollment period will begin soon.

“People just don’t understand the program,” she said. 
“They have to be reminded that they need to check 
every year to make sure the drugs they take will  
continue to be covered.”

“It is up to the consumer unfortunately to check their 
policy around October to see if it still meets their needs...
You just can’t take for granted that you will be covered 
for what you need and at the same premium.”

Because it was the right plan when you signed up last 
year doesn’t mean it will still be the right plan, Ms. Berry 
warned. (See Medicare Part D story on Page 6)

For information about any of these Lake County  
programs, call the Council at 440-205-8111.
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Vial of Life
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If you are looking for information about services for 
seniors or disabled persons, the place to go is a new website.

Sponsored by the Western Reserve Area Agency on 
Aging, the Network of Care website is a comprehensive,  
internet-based community resource for seniors, the  
disabled, their caregivers and service providers.

It can be accessed at Cleveland.oh.networkofcare.org.

The website has information about everything from 
assisted living facilities to where to buy a specific  
medical device.

It even tells you about relevant legislation under consid-
eration in Congress or the Ohio Legislature and enables 
you tell your legislators what you think about it.

One feature allows you to set up your own secure on 
line file of medical and legal information for yourself. 
You can record such things as the medicines you take, 
where you store your will and how to reach your  
doctors. It allows you to share the information with  
designated persons if you so choose.

The Agency on Aging says, “The easy-to-use website 
provides a comprehensive directory to put people in 
touch with the right services at the right time. It also 
offers vital information about assistive devices, care  
giving, diseases, mental health and day-to-day challenges, 
as well as daily news from around the world concerning 
aging and disabilities.”
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About Services and Lets Them Record Own Data

Renee Berry heads the Lake County Council on Aging.



2007 taxes normally due in January 2008. Owners of  
manufactured or mobile homes must file an appeal no 
later than Jan. 31, 2008.

Both the Cleveland Water Department and the Cleveland  
 

Regional Sewer District are expected to continue income  
requirements for their homestead exemption programs 
for seniors and/or disabled persons,

The annual taxable income limit for water and sewer 
service currently is $27,000.
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The Agency serves the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, 
Lake, Lorain and Medina.

The Network of Care offers content in seven languages,  
including Spanish and Chinese. It provide links to the 
Healthwise, Inc. library that contains unbiased, evidence-
based information on more than 4,000 health topics.

The website’s directory of community services includes 
information about senior transportation services and 
where to go for prescription drug assistance.

The website, developed by the state of California, 
includes information for five states, including Ohio.

Network of Care
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DID YOU KNOW?
If you have access to an internet connection you can read back issues

 of The Alert at the Legal Aid website at www.lasclev.org

Change that Address when You Move

Moving can be a difficult experience so it is easy to  
forget to file that very important Change of Address 
form with the Post Office.

Just think of all the important mail you could miss if  
you don’t tell the mailman that you have moved.

You won’t get important Medicare or Medicaid information. 

Your Social Security or other benefit checks won’t get 
to you. 

If the Internal Revenue Service sends your tax refund to 
your old address, it won’t get to you.

Remember if you move to get a Change of Address form 
from your mailman, the Post Office or on the internet 
at www.usps.com

Correction
The last issue of The Alert reported information about 
qualifying for Medicaid that was not accurate. It should 
have said:

The monthly income limit for an individual who is 65 
or older, disabled or blind is $543. For a couple both 
of whom are 65 or older, disabled or blind, the income 
limit is $934.  Some income, such as SSI income, does not 
count. Too, there are some deductions (for example $20 
of income is not counted) that may help you qualify if 
your income is over those limits.

People with income over those limits may have medical 
expenses that qualify for Medicaid “spenddown.” After 
they meet their spenddown for a month, they will get 
Medicaid coverage for the month.

In addition to income, there are other  eligibility criteria, 
such as resources.

If you want to find out if you are eligible for Medicaid, 
it is best to apply at your county job and family  
services office.

Make Sure You Are Getting Paid Minimum Wage

With more seniors working, many at low-wage jobs,  
improvement in the state and federal minimum wage 
comes as a welcome benefit.

However, not all employers may be following the law.

In January, the Ohio minimum wage went to $6.85 per 
hour as a result of voters’ approval of a change to the 
state’s constitution. Most jobs, but not all, are covered 
by the state minimum wage.

The Federal minimum wage went up on July 24, 

2007 but at $5.85 an hour it remains below the  
state minimum.

If you are not being paid the Ohio minimum wage, 
you can file a complaint with the Ohio Department of 
Commerce Wage and Hour Bureau. Call 614-644-2239 to 
request a complaint form.

To file a Federal minimum wage complaint, call the 
U.S. Department of Labor Wage and Hour Office at  
216-357-5400 or go to the Office at Room 817 in the 
Federal Office Building at 1240 East Ninth Street in Cleveland.

It’s Time to Review Medicare Prescription Plan

It is not too early to start thinking about your Medicare 
Part D prescription drug coverage.

Although open enrollment for most people is set for 
November 15 to December 31 those in the Extra Help 
programs for low-income persons may change plans  
at any time.

Now, however, is a good time to look carefully at the  
Part D Insurance Plan you now have.

Last year, you could get the Extra Help if you quali-
fied and you chose a plan that was within $2 of the 
allowed cost in Ohio. This year if the  premium for your 
plan increases so it is more than $1 above the limit, you 
need to change to a lower-cost plan to continue receiving 

the benefit. The allowed cost was not yet set at the time 
this was written 

You cannot assume because you signed up for the plan 
that was right for you last year that it still is right. Part D 
insurers can change the drugs they will cover and change 
their premiums, deductibles and co-pays. 

You should be notified of the changes in your plan by 
October 30. However, those changes may be hidden in 
other information.

If your income and resources are limited, phone  
Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-9778) 
to find out if you are eligible for Extra Help that  
can pay for all or part of your Part D premiums, 
deductibles and co-pays. 
Story continued on page 7
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For example, a home with a market value of $100,000, 
will be billed as if it is worth $75,000.	 	

Q: When does the new exemption start?
A: It starts with real estate tax bills payable in 2008. Bills 
paid in 2008 cover the 2007 tax year. For manufactured 
or mobile homes, bills paid in 2008 cover the 2008 tax year.

Q: How do I apply for the exemption?
A:  Complete the application form and file it with the  
auditor in the county where the property is located.

Q: Where do I get the form?
A: It is available from county auditor offices and the 
Ohio Department of Taxation’s website at tax.ohio.gov.  
or at homestead_exemption_information. It also is 
expected to be available at libraries and senior centers.

Some counties are doing special mailings to seniors. 
Cuyahoga County’s auditor, for instance, sent some 
120,000 letters and applications to seniors and is holding 
neighborhood meetings on the exemption.

Q: What if I miss the Oct. 1, 2007 filing deadline?
A: You may still qualify but will have to wait until after 
Jan 8, 2008 to file a late application for the missed tax year 
at the same time you file a new application for the 2008 
tax year. The deadline for the late filing is June 2, 2008.

Q: Do I have to reapply if I already get the homestead 
exemption?
A: If you got the exemption credit on the tax bill you 
paid in 2007, you do not need to file a new application. 
You will automatically receive the exemption for the 
next tax year if you otherwise qualify.

If your spouse died during 2006 and if you got the 
homestead exemption credit on the tax bill you paid in 
2007 only because your spouse met the age or disability 
criteria, you do not need to file a new application. If 
you were 59 at the time of your spouse’s death, you will 
continue to qualify.

If your spouse died before 2006, it is recommended that 
you file a new application to ensure that you get the 
exemption on bills payable next year.

Q: If I  turned 65 in 2007 and applied for the first 
time for the old homestead exemption, do I have to 
re-apply?
A: No

Q: If I got a larger tax credit under the old version of 
the Homestead Exemption, will I lose out?
Taxpayers will automatically receive whichever credit 
is larger. The amount of the credit received in the 
future cannot be decreased below the amount of savings  
credited on tax bills paid during 2007.

Q: Will the homestead exemption hurt my local 
schools?
A: The State of Ohio will reimburse school districts and 
local governments for the amount of money taxpayers 
save through the exemption. 

Q: Will I have to re-apply for the exemption every 
year?
A: No. However, if your circumstances change and you 
no longer qualify for the exemption, you must notify the 
county auditor by the first Monday in June.

Q: What happens if people lie about their age to get 
the homestead exemption?
A: Applicants must report their age and date of birth and 
sign the application under penalty of perjury. Ohio Law 
provides that anyone who makes a false statement to get 
the exemption is guilty of a fourth-degree misdemeanor. 
Anyone convicted will be ineligible to get the homestead 
exemption for three years and must pay any improperly 
exempted tax plus interest.

Q: How will I know if my application is approved?
A: If the county auditor approves your application, the 
county treasurer will notify you by enclosing a notice 
showing the calculation of your tax reduction with the 
first tax bill you get for payment in 2008.

If the auditor denies your application, you will receive  
a notice on or before Nov. 1, 2007 informing you of the 
reason for the denial.

If you think the denial is improper, you may appeal  
the auditor’s decision to the county Board of Revision 
on or before the deadline for paying the first-half  
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“Be aware that people may be coming to your door to  
convince you to switch drug plans,” says Semanthie 
Brooks, director for community advocacy at the Benjamin 
Rose Institute.   

Consumer groups have been warning about high- 
pressure tactics used by some salesmen to sell the 
Medicare Advantage Plans which provide medical care 
to seniors through health maintenance organizations and 
preferred provider groups, along with Part D coverage.

They may be promising what original or traditional 
Medicare already offers. The Medicare Rights Center 

advises that you should never feel pressured to sign up 
for any Medicare plan.

You can get help in choosing the right plan for you by 
calling Benjamin Rose at 216-373-1650.

If you have computer access, you can get up-to-date 
information about Medicare at www.medicarerights.org. 
By clicking on “Dear Marci,” you can subscribe to the 
internet newsletter of the Medicare Rights Center. 

The Center calls itself the largest independent source of 
Medicare information and assistance in the United States.

In collaboration with the Cleveland Bar Association, 
Legal Aid sponsors free clinics at which volunteer pri-
vate attorneys provide brief advice and referral on civil  
matters only. Clinic attorneys do not represent you. 
However, you may be referred to Legal Aid or another 
service provider for help. Bring with you all of your 
papers that concern your problem. 

All clinics are scheduled from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
See list at right.

SATURDAY,  SEPT. 8  
Spanish-American Center

4407 Lorain Avenue 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 15
Martin de Porres Family Center

1264 East 123rd St.

SATURDAY, OCT. 6 
Fatima Family Center, 
6600 Lexington Ave. 

(near League Park in Hough area)

SATURDAY, OCT. 27   
First Presbyterian Church of East Cleveland 

16200 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland

SATURDAY, NOV. 3 
Maple Heights Senior Center
5353 Lee Rd., Maple Heights

Please call Legal Aid at 216-687-1900 for 
information about the listed clinics and 

others that may be scheduled in your area.

Volunteer Attorney Clinics

Deadline for Homestead
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State Ends Income Test for Homestead Exemption;
Oct. 1 is Deadline for Seniors to Apply for Tax Cut

All Ohio seniors who own homes—not just those with 
low incomes—will get reduced real estate tax bills.

But to qualify for the homestead tax exemption, seniors 
will have to file applications by October 1, 2007.

It is estimated that qualified homeowners will save an 
average of about $400 a year. The amount will vary 
depending on local tax rates.

Before the new law, only senior or disabled homeowners  
with incomes of less than $27,000 qualified for the  
tax exemption.

Now that exemption will go to every senior who 
qualifies. The homestead exemption will go to any 
Ohio resident who:

• ��Is at least 65 years old during 2007; or
• ��Is totally and permanently disabled as of January 1, 2007 

as certified by a licensed physician or psychologist, or 
a state or federal agency; or

• �Is the surviving spouse of a person who was receiving 
the previous homestead exemption at the time of death 
and the surviving spouse was at least 59 years old on 
the date of death.

• �Owns and occupies a home as his or her principal 
place of residence as of January 1, 2007 for real  
property or January 1, 2008 for manufactured home 
property. The principal place of residence for persons 
who own more than one home is where the person is reg-
istered to vote and the place of residence for income tax  
purposes. A qualifying home may be a single family 
dwelling or a unit in a multi-unit dwelling such as  
a double house, condomiuium or housing cooperative.

Here are some questions and answers about the new tax 
from the Ohio Department of Taxation.

Q: What is the homestead exemption? 
A: The exemption, which takes the form of a credit on 
property tax bills, allows qualifying homeowners to exempt 
$25,000 of the market value of their home from all local  
property taxes. 
Story continued on page 2
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The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland offers free legal services to low-income seniors. In Cuyahoga 
County, Seniors may complete an application for assistance by calling the special Senior Intake Line at  
216-861-5479 or 216-687-1900 or call toll free 1-888-817-3777

If you qualify for our services, we will either give you advice or educational materials to help you, 
schedule an appointment or refer you to a volunteer attorney.

If necessary, you may be scheduled to meet with an attorney. If you are unable to come to our 
downtown office at 1223 West Sixth Street, an attorney can arrange to meet you at a senior  
citizen center or some other office near your home. In other counties served by the Legal Aid 
Society of Cleveland, please call: 
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