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Court RulesIndefinite License Suspensionsfor Minorsare lllegal

In adecision issued yesterday, the Eighth District Court of Appeals (Ohio) ruled that juvenile courts
cannot continue to enforce indefinite license suspensions issued prior to 2002 once the juvenile has
attained the age of 21. This decision will affect approximately 6681 adults in Cuyahoga County, who
have been denied adult driver’s licenses because of suspensions they received as minors.

The court stated “We see no compelling reason to create ajudicial exception to the legislatively
imposed limits on juvenile court jurisdiction... The damage to young adults unable to obtain avalid
driver'slicense iswell documented in both this record and in the community in general .”

David B. Dawson, Deputy Director of The Lega Aid Society of Cleveland, who argued the case
before the Court of Appealsfor the juvenile states, “the decison is an important step to removing
barriers to employment for low-income people.”

“The continued enforcement of illegal license suspensions of those who are now adults limits the
opportunities of poor people to obtain employment, especially outside of Cleveland where most of
the manufacturing jobs exist. The ability to drive is a matter of economic survivd.”

“It is our hope that the judges of the Juvenile Court of Cuyahoga County will recognize the impact
that these suspensions have on thousands of residents of this county and issue the general order that
we have submitted to them to terminate the indefinite suspensions of al juvenile traffic offenders
who are now adults, twenty-one and ol der.”

Mr. Dawson was assisted in this case by Legal Aid board member Edward I cove of the law firm of
Smith and Condeni. The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland provides high-quality free legal assistance

to low income clients in five Northeast Ohio counties. Founded in 1905, Legal Aid attorneys handle
8,500 cases annually.
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